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1. What is your name? 

Lucy Beaumont 

2. Where do you work? 

I work with the podiatry team in Luton and South Bedfordshire as part 

of East London Foundation Trust, Bedfordshire Community Health 

Services. 

3. Which apprenticeship are you doing and what does 

the study involve? 

 

Resource developed by Health Education England 

Hosted by Skills for Health on HASO which is 

sponsored by Health Education England 

National Apprenticeship Week 2021 

Allied Health Professions Apprenticeship Pathway 

No day is ever the same, and every patient I have seen in clinic so far has been so grateful for the care provided to 

them by the team. Within my first term, not only have I been able to shadow clinics, but the university also held a ‘crash 

course’ on the basic clinical skills for the apprenticeship students early on, meaning we have been able to engage in 

patient care pretty much from the start. Within the first few weeks I have been able to assist in things like removing and 

applying dressings and using a monofilament for neuro-assessments on diabetic feet. My line manager even 

complimented me on how quickly I have picked up using the Doppler machine for vascular assessment! More recently I 

have started to assist the podiatrists in the diabetic foot clinic and on the wards and I am responsible for collecting and 

inputting data for the national diabetic foot audit. 

5. Why did you want to do an apprenticeship? 

I am really grateful that I’ve been able to take the podiatry route through an apprenticeship rather than as a traditional 

full time university student. I am over the moon by the fact that I can work in a paid patient facing role doing something I 

love, whilst also working towards the relevant clinical degree. Since I’ve already got an unrelated degree under my belt 

from previous education, I was worried about the financial aspect of the traditional podiatry route through university and 

I wasn’t sure how much further financial support would be available from the government. I was concerned whether I 

would be able to afford to pay for things like rent and bills whilst also somehow balancing studying full-time with a part-

time job.   

Thankfully, the apprenticeship has meant that the podiatry profession has become a lot more accessible to someone in 

my situation. Even though I hadn’t done any science A levels, my previous degree really helped as it proved I could 

study to a degree level. 

6. What do you want to do once you qualify? 

I always come home from both clinic and university with a smile on my face. It’s a really engaging and inspiring 

profession and mode of study. Honestly, I don’t know why I didn’t look into a career as a podiatrist sooner!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am studying for a BSc Hons Podiatry Degree at the University of East 

London as part of a Podiatry Apprenticeship programme. This is a 4-

year programme and my role and time is split between attending 

university, protected study time and then on the job learning as a 

Podiatry Apprentice. 

4. What does your job role involve? 


